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The Wimberley Valley Watershed Association is a non-
profit organization located in the heart of the Texas Hill
Country and born out of a love for water.

Founded in 1996, the Watershed Association has been
working to protect Texas water through land
conservation, watershed protection, science,
environmental planning, and education across the Hill
Country.
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U.S. Drought Monitor September 6, 2022

(Released Thursday, Sep. 8, 2022)
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The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitar, go to
htps:Adroughtmonitorunl edu/About aspx

Author:

David Simeral
Western Regional Climate Center

i @ N/

droughtmonitor.unl.edu

LAND - WATER - CONNECTION

THE
A WATERSHED
ﬁ““ ASSOCIATION




Hill Country Groundwater Conservation Districts (GCDs)
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Water Levels and River Flows

Flow (cubic feet per second - cfs)

Floods shown in the river flow records match with similar peaks in
well water levels. (Linear scale)
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Droughts are more evident using Logrithmic scale for river flows.

Groundwater levels across the Hill Country coincide with low river flows.
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Drought and wet times do not just happen in one county or one
backyard. Patterns are evident across the Hill Country.
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GROUNDWATER USE

Groundwater Supplies
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EXTENSION

Evaluation for the Development of a
Jacob’s Well Groundwater Management
Zone in Hays County, Texas

TEXASsb-STATE
il

SUCCESSES

* Cypress Creek Watershed Protection Plan

e Creation of Jacob’s Well Groundwater
Management Zone

« WISD’s One Water School

* Green Infrastructure Projects

* Water Quality, Flow, Groundwater Monitoring

* Blanco Water Reclamation Task Force

* Pristine Streams Protections

—— Covered Stream Segments . THE

WATERSHED

—— Stream Segments Not Covered
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Source: TCEQ Surface Water Quality Moritoring Data, Selected Segments (Exhibit B).
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LESSENING FUTURE DROUGHT AND PUMPING IMPACTS - POLICY DISCUSSION

Groundwater Management

Enhance GCD drought
management tools

Refine drought triggers for more
conservative pumping reductions

Increase lot size requirements for
exempt wells

Increase well spacing
requirements

Appropriately fund GCDs

Communication

Support the Cypress Creek
Watershed Protection Plan
Collaboration

Land Use

Decrease allowable impervious
cover limits

Increase acreage requirements
for OSSF

Establish Conservation
Development guidelines to
incentivize responsible growth

Invest in parks and open space

Review neighborhood CCRs to
encourage water wise landscapes

Enhance multi-agency information
sharing for development projects

Increase public awareness of water
iIssues and conservation priorities

Conservation and Alternate Supply

Support water utility system
upgrades for leak detection,
alternate supplies, and end user
water use

Support Type 1 wastewater reuse
enhancements

Adjust building code requirements
to reduce landscape irrigation and
new pool construction

Incorporate One Water design

Encourage rainwater harvesting
and AC condensate collection for
outdoor use
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