Pristine Stream
Hill Country
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Where are the pristine
streams in Texas?

Legend

— Covered Stream Segments

—— Stream Segments Not Covered

Source: TCEQ Surface Water Quality Monitoring Data, Selected Segments (Exhibit B).
Map by Robin Gary, WVWA, 2/10/2022
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Why are there so many
Pristine Streams in the
Hill Country?

e Unigue geology
e Flow Regimes

e Hill Country Ecology
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Unique Ecology

Because of its geogology and semi-arid
climate, the Hill Country is naturally less
nutrient rich than many other regions.

Accordingly, Hill Country streams support a
unique ecology of plant life that has evolved
for very low-nutrient conditions.

When we import nutrients into the region, in
the form of food and fertilizer, and introduce
a portion of those nutrients into our streams,
the stream ecology Is easily overwhelmed,
resulting in algae blooms.
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South San Gabriel, Williamson County




Questions?

Cliff Kaplan
Program Director

Cliff@hillcountryalliance.org
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