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POB’s Proposed Permit Terms for the City of Blanco WWTP – 0.180-0.360 MGD 
 

POB proposes a 5-year permit in several phases that moves the City to 100% 
TLAP utilizing Reuse Credits: 
 

• Phase I, 0.180 MGD total capacity (43% TLAP / 57% TPDES)  
(NOTE: The City is reporting less than 144,000 gpd monthly average, about 80% 
of 0.180 MGD) 

o TLAP: Blanco is authorized to dispose of the first 78,000 gpd on 26 acres 
of land owned by the City via spray irrigation and must maintain at least 9 
MG of storage.  

o TPDES: Blanco is authorized to dispose of 102,000 gpd of via direct 
discharge. 

 

• Phase II, 0.195 MGD total capacity (60% TLAP / 40% TPDES) 
o TLAP: Blanco is authorized to dispose of the first 120,000 gpd on 26 acres 

of land owned by the City via spray irrigation and must maintain at least 
19.1 MG of storage (already committed in 2021). 

o TPDES: Blanco is authorized to dispose of 75,000 gpd of effluent via 
direct discharge. 
 

• Phase III, 0.210 MGD total capacity (86% TLAP / 14% TPDES) 
o TLAP: Blanco is authorized to dispose of the first 180,000 gpd on 60 acres 

of land owned by the City via spray irrigation (as in existing permit 
application) and must maintain at least 19.1 MG of storage. 

o TPDES: Blanco is authorized to dispose of 30,000 gpd of effluent via 
direct discharge. 
 

• Final Phase, 0.225 MGD total capacity (up to 100% TLAP w/ Reuse Credits) 
o TLAP: Blanco is authorized to dispose of 225,000 gpd on 60 acres of land 

owned by the City via spray irrigation and must maintain at least 19.1 MG 
of storage WITH REUSE CREDITS of at least 20,000 gpd.  

o For example, if the permitted flow is 225,000 gpd and the calculated 
beneficial reuse credit is 20,000 gpd, the City would use 205,000 gpd to 
calculate the required acreage of the land application area. If the City only 
owned 60 acres, it would have the ability to land apply 180,000 gpd and 
would need to retain the ability to discharge up to 25,000 gpd. But, if the 
City could demonstrate as much as 45,000 gpd in reuse credits, then the 
City could transition to a 100% TLAP at that time.  

o The City cannot expand beyond 0.225 MGD until it has transitioned to a 
100% TLAP. The City would convert the discharge route to a reclaimed 
water delivery route. 
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• Future Phases, up to 0.360 MGD total capacity (100% TLAP) 
o TLAP: Blanco is authorized to dispose of 360,00 gpd on 60 acres of land 

owned by the City via spray irrigation and must maintain at least 19.1 MG 
of storage WITH REUSE CREDITS of 180,000 gpd.  

o Under current commitments, Blanco can expand to as much as 0.360 
MGD of total capacity with reuse credits alone (would need to 
demonstrate firm demand of 180,000 gpd). 

 

• Special Conditions to the Permit – apply under ALL ABOVE PHASES:  
o Blanco must first dispose of its effluent through TLAP and the levels stated 

above before utilizing TPDES (direct discharge) under either Phase I, II, 
III, or the Final Phase. 

o Blanco must store and reuse its effluent to the maximum extent possible 
before directly discharging under either Phase I, II, III, or the Final Phase. 

o Blanco must maintain a lease for reuse water on at least 26 acres for the 
life of the permit (5 years) (nothing prevents more reuse leases). 

o Once increased storage and increased TLAP land is brought online, 
Blanco is compelled to operate in the next phase. 

o Blanco is required to maintain ownership of at least the acres it currently 
owns around the plant for its purposes for the life of the permit.  
 

• Under TLAP 
o City would take annual soil samples on area where it is land applying 

effluent, consistent with TCEQ requirements (e.g. pH, Electrical 
Conductivity, Nitrate-nitrogen, ammonium nitrogen, Total Kjeldahl Nitrogen 
(TKN), Total Nitrogen, Plant-available Phosphorus, and Plant-available 
Potassium.) 
 

• Under TPDES 
o Any effluent discharged must meet TCEQ’s standards in prior draft permit: 

▪ CBOD (5-day): 5 mg/l 
▪ Total Suspended Solids: 5 mg/l 
▪ Ammonia Nitrogen: 1.9 mg/l 
▪ Total Phosphorus: 0.15 mg/l 
▪ E. coli: 126 
▪ pH: 6.0-9.0 
▪ Dissolved Oxygen: ≥ 6.0 mg/l 
▪ Chlorine residual: 0.1 mg/l 
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City of Blanco reported 
Average Daily Influent 
(gallons) 

May-15 278,710 

Jun-15 166,763 

Jul-15 132,516 

Aug-15 124,194 

Sep-15 119,200 

Oct-15 152,516 

Nov-15 179,767 

Dec-15 163,630 

2015 Average 164,662 

Jan-16 149,355 

Feb-16 128,586 

Mar-16 139,452 

Apr-16 138,667 

May-16 165,129 

Jun-16 231,600 

Jul-16 131,774 

Aug-16 129,129 

Sep-16 143,067 

Oct-16 129,613 

Nov-16 134,400 

Dec-16 141,871 

2016 Average 146,887 

Jan-17 140,806 

Feb-17 144,704 

Mar-17 142,226 

Apr-17 138,867 

May-17 126,968 

Jun-17 127,733 

Jul-17 104,581 

Aug-17 123,323 

Sep-17 Not Available 

Oct-17 122,387 

Nov-17 116,733 

Dec-17 124,806 

2017 Average 128,467 

Jan-18 115,677 

Feb-18 110,179 

Mar-18 112,355 

Apr-18 108,167 

May-18 114,323 

Jun-18 111,233 

Jul-18 Not Available 

Aug-18 118,000 

Sep-18 154,950 

Oct-18 195,133 

 
 
 

 

Nov-18 139,828 

Dec-18 194,226 

2018 Average 134,006 

Jan-19 194,065 

Feb-19 157,885 

Mar-19 152,871 

Apr-19 157,100 

May-19 235,742 

Jun-19 155,067 

Jul-19 139,000 

Aug-19 141,677 

Sep-19 135,167 

Oct-19 139,516 

Nov-19 145,333 

Dec-19 134,806 

2019 Average 157,352 

Jan-20 136,323 

Feb-20 149,103 

Mar-20 138,000 

Apr-20 145,600 

May-20 165,355 

Jun-20 142,655 

Jul-20 119,419 

Aug-20 131,871 

Sep-20 137,800 

Oct-20 138,067 

Nov-20 129,600 

Dec-20 137,567 

2020 Average 139,280 

Jan-21 135,000 

Feb-21 132,938 

Mar-21 141,710 

Apr-21 142,700 

May-21 163,742 

Jun-21 159,433 

Jul-21 166,000 

Aug-21 119,968 

Sep-21 116,167 

Oct-21 132,516 

Nov-21 139,913 

Dec-21 122,097 

2021 Average 139,349 

 

5/15– 12/21 
TOTAL AVERAGE 

 
143,576 




