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Karst, the World, and NCKRI

NCKRI Mandates:
• Further the science of speleology
• Centralize and standardize speleological information
• Foster interdisciplinary cooperation in cave and karst
research programs 

• Promote public education
• Promote national and international cooperation in protecting
the environment for the benefit of cave and karst landforms

• Promote and develop environmentally sound and
sustainable resource management practices 

Chen et al., 2017
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Organized by the UIS
to educate:

• the public
• policymakers
• land managers
• educators
• students
• scientists
• the world!

about the importance 
and challenges of caves 
and karst

What is the International Year of Cave and Karst?

Explore, Understand, Protect
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What is the International Year of Cave and Karst?
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A Resource for Cave and Karst information

www.iyck2021.org
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A Resource for Cave and Karst information
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How to Get Involved

www.iyck2021.org

Planning Guides Leaflet Posters
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As of 4 September 2021:
• 236 partners from 50 

countries
• 289 events completed
• 80 events planned
• 39 planned events are 

multiple events
• 4 government 

proclamations
• and more keep rolling 

in daily
Contacts: over 30 million! 

What is the Current Status?

www.iyck2021.org
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What’s Coming Up?

Celebration at UNESCO Headquarters on 13 September 2021!

From: https://en.unesco.org/about-us/unesco-house (2021)

https://en.unesco.org/about-us/unesco-house
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Caves and Karst of Texas
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Caves and Karst of Texas
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Caves and Karst of Texas
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Caves and Karst of Texas

Photo by  Natural Bridge Caverns, Inc., courtesy:
Texas Speleological Survey
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Texas Caves and Karst and the International Year

Explore, Understand, 
Protect:

• Keep exploring
• Continue the research
• Continue events and 

promotions
• Follow-up with 

decisionmakers and 
others of influence

• Don’t forget 
tomorrow’s explorers, 
scientists, and leaders! 

gveni@nckri.org
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